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the most beautiful in all India. They are carved out of single slabs, and are so
delicately finished that at a short distance they resemble transparent muslin
curtains. On passing through this gateway, new wonders meet you at every turn.
You enter a court surrounded by palaces, rich in mosaics and sculptures, in the
centre of which is a 'fairy-like garden. Although it has long been unoccupied,
this royal residence is still carefully kept up, a small number of servants being
sufficient for this purpose. The rajah had kindly given us permission to lodge at
the palace during our stay at Amblr, and we had resigned ourselves to the idea
of living in a magnificent ruin; but on entering the royal garden we felt
reassured, and doubted not that the palace would be a charming residence.

On the left-hand side of the garden, there is a monumental pavilion, the
ground floor of which is surrounded by a verandah with Moorish arches. The ex-
terior is of white marble and ornamented with a few delicate bas-reliefs; excepting
which, the general appearance is very simple; the interior being divided into
three great saloons, which are covered from the ceiling to the floor with mosaics
and inlaid work: these mosaics are composed of polished stones, agates, tur-
quoises, gilt mouldings, and pieces of looking-glass, which are arranged in groups
of flowers, arabesques, and views. It is difficult to imagine the effect produced
by a ray of sunlight in these apartments, which lights up the gildings and makes
the crystal flowers, which are set in the panels, sparkle like' diamonds. The
vaulted ceilings differ slightly from the usual Hindoo style, and their indented
arches remind one of the most beautiful Moorish pendentives. The upper storey
consists of a marble kiosk, crowned by one of those curious elongated domes
which resemble the hull of a boat, and containing three pretty apartments, even
more richly and tastefully decorated than those on the ground floor. On one
side there are large windows, with delicate marble trellis-work, overlooking the
precipice and commanding a magnificent view \ and on the other is a handsome
terrace, shaded by the branches of the orange and pomegranate trees growing in
the garden below. You cannot picture to yourself a more romantic retreat.
The unbroken silence, the glorious view, the fairy-like palace with its Oriental
garden, it is impossible to imagine such delightful solitude. It wa:s this kiosk
that I chose for our residence during the five weeks we determined to devote
to the exploration of Ambtr/

On the other side of the garden extends a long line of palaces, quite as
beautiful in form and rich in decorations as the Jess Munder. In one of these,
the walls are panelled with sandal-wood and inlaid with ivory and silver, like
the Indian boxes which have been so much admired at our exhibitions; and the
apartments are traversed by small channels for water, which flows into basins,
the sides of which are inlaid with curious devices representing fish, water-plants,
lotus-flowers, and sea monsters, Some of these are simply made of white marble,
encircled with lapis lazuli or green serpentine marble, while others are orna-
mented with miniatures representing hunting scenes, or scenes from the national
history and from mythology; in fact, each one contains something worthy of
notice and admiration. The royal baths also are of some interest, with their
ingenious warming apparatus, their stone furniture, and bronze conduits.

The royal zenana, which is situated to the south of these palaces, but a
little farther up the hill, covers an area equal to that occupied by all the other
erections in the castle, although it consists of a single block of buildings sur-